
 
 

December 9, 2025 
 
 

The Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. (WCB) is pleased to announce its Call for Proposals for 
Education and Promotion projects. Applicants who are submitting projects to the WCB should 
submit pre-proposals no later than January 2, 2026 (Earlier is appreciated). 

 
Based upon submissions, the Board may meet in mid-January to review projects with interested 
applicants. Based on that review, the Board will indicate its level of interest in pursuing funding of 
the project. 

 
Projects with the best chance of funding will be consistent with the objectives of the marketing order 
including: 

 
 Educational and communication programs for producers, handlers, and consumers 
 Development of new products and markets 

 
Grant recipients from previous years are to provide a written progress report to the WCB. Failure 
to do so may jeopardize future funding. Written progress reports and final applications for grants 
are due February 14, 2026. 

 
For further information on Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. programs, contact Grant Holley at 
the WCB office at 715-423-2070 or grant.holley@wiscran.org. 
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PROMOT ION PROJECT PROPOSALS  

 
 
 
Instructions: A maximum of two text pages, plus one budget outline, and any number of supporting tables and 
graphs are recommended. Use this format to submit applications for annual education and promotion grants 
only. Submit an electronic version (in Microsoft Word or PDF) to grant.holley@wiscran.org 

 

Project Title: 
 

Project Coordinator: The person responsible for both the completion and expenditure of funds. 
 

Telephone: 
E-mail: 

 
Affiliation: 

 
Cooperators: Names and affiliations of others directly involved. 

 
Objectives: Brief description of the objectives for the project. 

 
Justification/ Significance to Industry: Explain the need for the project and why the issue is important to 
the cranberry industry. Describe the benefits the work is expected to provide, including how the proposed 
outcomes or final products will help address the identified problem. 
 
Approach: Outline materials to be used and methods of the project. Provide only enough detail to obtain an 
overview of the extent of the project. 

Progress: If the project is new, provide enough background information as a reference point to begin the 
proposed activity. If the project is a continuation of previous work, include the completed Progress Report as 
a separate document. 

The Progress Report should be a "stand alone" document including all information requested on the format 
sheet provided. 

Budget: Use a separate sheet for costs of supplies, services, labor, transportation, etc. Line items need only 
be specified for the current year of multi-year projects. Include anticipated cost sharing expected from other 
sources, where appropriate. Also, indicate whether this project was or will be submitted to another funding 
agency. 

Deliverables: Identify practical education and communication deliverables that improve cranberry industry 
standing. Include the planned format and timeline. 

 
Pesticide Non-Disclosure Policy: I have read and understand the pesticide non-disclosure policy of the 
Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. and agree to abide by it. 

 
 

Signed:   

mailto:grant.holley@wiscran.org
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PROMOT ION PROJECT REPORTS  

 
 

The Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. requires annual reports on progress made for projects that receive 
funding. Please use this form to update the Board on progress made on your annual education and 
promotion project. In the case where it is not completed provide progress to date. Where complete 
provide final report and you may use this format for that report. 

 
What to Submit: Submit an electronic version (in Microsoft Word or PDF) to grant.holley@wiscran.org 

 

Length and Format: Progress and final reports should be no more than five (5) pages, double spaced, 
12-point Times New Roman font, with one-inch margins, not including tables and figures. Reports 
should follow the format listed below in the required font. 

 
Date Submitted (mm/dd/yy): 

 
Title: 

 
Person or Organization Conducting Project: 

 
I. Objectives and Timetable: 

A. Restate objectives as stated in the original funded proposal. 
B. Note and justify revisions in original objectives. 

 
II. Summary of Accomplishments: 

A. Objective #. Restate objective. 
B. Summarize the accomplishments of your project to date and especially your progress in the 

most recent period between reports. Where applicable, relate accomplishments, in lay terms, 
to practical applications for growers. 

C. Provide interim results and discussion. Where appropriate, include labeled summary tables 
and/or graphs. Do not include extensive tables of raw data. 

D. Repeat A-C for additional objectives. 
 

III. Expected Next Steps: Detail follow-up activities to the project. 
 

Progress Report Timetable: Reports are due by February 14, 2026 
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POLICY ON PESTICIDE NON-DISCLOSURE 
 

Goal-Food Safety 
Problem avoidance of the following: 

 

 Over tolerance pesticide residue on fruit. 
 Non-tolerance pesticide residue on fruit. 
 Applications made which are clearly out of compliance with the label. 

 
 

Rationale 
Cranberry growers look to the research community for the development of new pest control tools. Information on 
pesticide tools is often made available to growers, whether during individual discussions, as a component of a talk, 
or in written form (e.g. newsletters). However, when growers hear of the experimental use of materials that are not 
registered for use in cranberries or of non-registered uses of a pesticide, there is a risk that the grower may attempt 
to use the material even when the presenter makes it clear that the material or use is not registered. 

 
When working with an individual grower on a research project which involves use of non-registered material, the 
grower awareness of crop safety issues is realized when the researcher implements crop destruction on completion 
of the experiment. But growers who have not been part of the process are likely not aware of the crop safety risk to 
the same level. Care is taken when speaking with an individual grower research cooperator about out-of-label 
research use of a compound. It is stressed that this use is valid for research only, but the same message may not be 
apparent when speaking to a grower or grower group who is not involved in the project. This policy is intended as a 
fairly simple approach to reduce risk of non-labeled pesticide applications throughout the entire industry without 
impinging upon research efforts aimed towards the development of tools for improved cranberry production. 

 
 

Policy Statement 
No Individual shall disclose to cranberry growers: 

 

□ The trade or common chemical name of a pesticide in association with a use that is not registered for cranberries. 
 

□ Use patterns that are not in compliance with the label of a product registered for cranberry. 
 

Any individual who being informed of this policy subsequently provides cranberry growers with information on non 
registered pesticides or non- registered use of a pesticide may be subject to reprimand or other appropriate actions 
including ineligibility for future funding. 

 
Guidelines 

Risk: Over tolerance pesticide residue on fruit. 
 

When discussing results from studies on registered compounds that are outside of the labeled uses, either avoid 
mentioning the material’s name or do not specify the use pattern. Practices that fall under this category are 
application method, rates, number of applications, wet vs. dry harvest beds, and bearing vs. nonbearing beds. 

 
 

Revised 4/8/05 
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Risk: Non-tolerance pesticide residue on fruit. 
 

Pesticides with track records on other crops are prime candidates for testing in cranberries. A pesticide which is not 
registered on cranberry may be available for use on other crops in a growing area. Identifying a non-registered 
material by a description other than its trade or common chemical name will help to minimize risk associated with 
research on these compounds. Suggested alternatives for discussing the materials are: 

 
Experimental Number (e.g.: Mon 13211) 
Pesticide Class: Sulfonyl Urea Herbicide 

OP Insecticide 
Sulfur Based Fungicide 
Growth Regulator 
Bioinsecticide 

 
Use Pattern: Postemergence Wipe Herbicide 

Postemergence Grass Herbicide 
Root Rot Fungicide 
Fruit Rot Fungicide 
Soil Drench/Application 

 
Formerly registered compounds may or may not still have a tolerance. If the material still has a tolerance, make 
sure that growers are aware that it is no longer registered. For example, Parathion cannot be used in the US on 
cranberries, even though there is a tolerance to permit Parathion treated fruit from Canada to enter the US. A 
material that is no longer registered, and no longer has a tolerance, should be treated in discussions as a non- 
registered material with the exception of citing historic information. 

 
Risk: Applications made which are clearly out of compliance with the label. 

 

A number of situations may arise that contribute to this. 
 

A material may have a limited and/or temporary registration such as a 24C or Section 18. In this case, mention of 
the material should be limited to area where it is registered. However, if educational efforts result in discussion of 
such a material, clearly state where it is registered and the conditions of the registration. The same would hold for 
pesticides which are registered in a limited number of growing areas or in one country, but not another. In these 
situations, do not mention any use information such as rates, application method, or timing. 

 
Tolerance Exempt Materials 
A number of materials are tolerance exempt. Free discussion of these materials is fine. If the material is registered, 
researchers should remind growers of the label specifications. In discussion of a non-registered, tolerance exempt 
material, such as a fertilizer, a suggested approach would be to mention that the use of the material as a soil 
amendment is for its impact on the soil, which then may have additional benefits such as creating an inhospitable 
environment for certain weeds. 

 
Publication of Research Results 
It is not the intent of this policy to impede academic publication of research results. Rather the WCB encourages 
the publication of all research results upon the completion of research projects. Care should still be taken to make 
sure that any publication does not provide information in a manner that will encourage illegal application or use of 
pesticides on cranberries. 



 

PO Box 1351 ● 3930 8th Street S, Suite 104 ● Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 

Call For Proposals 
 
 
 

 
 

December 9, 2025 
 
 
The Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. (WCB) is pleased to announce its Call for Proposals focused on 
cranberry research.  Preliminary written proposals are suggested for new projects that applicants are considering 
for submission to the WCB. Continuing projects do not need to submit a full pre-proposal, but need to 
submit an email (see email address below) stating intent to pursue continued funding for the project 
(including estimated cost). They should be submitted no later than EOD January 2, 2026 (Earlier is 
appreciated). 
 
Priorities 
The WCB has identified production problems that growers face (much of which is being addressed by current 
research projects), areas where growers currently have questions, and what challenges face growers that 
may be addressed through research.  The Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. participates in the Annual Cranberry 
Research Roundtable to help to identify grower needs and concerns.  A set of priorities for research programs 
has been established based upon the recommendations from the roundtable. 
 
Funding Criteria 
Projects with the best chance of funding will build on research conducted previously, demonstrate reduced costs 
for growers, involve collaboration with other cranberry researchers, as well as have co-funding and 
industry support.  Applicants for research proposals are asked to provide a description of how their proposal 
will address issues related to sustainable cranberry crop production including, but not limited to, economic, 
environmental, and social factors. 
 
Process 

• Preliminary written proposals are suggested for new projects that applicants are considering submitting 
to the WCB. Continuing projects express intent to continue pursuing funding (E-mail to 
Executive Director). They should be submitted by January 2, 2026. 

 
• Based upon submissions, the Board may meet with applicants on January 9, 2026, to review pre-

proposals of interest.  Based upon that review, the Board will indicate its level of interest in pursuing funding 
of the project. 

 
• Final applications for all grant proposals are due by February 14, 2026. All applications are to be submitted 

using the format included with the Call for Proposals.    
 
The Cranberry Institute (CI) coordinates cranberry research on a national basis. This coordination is an attempt 
to avoid duplication and assure the most efficient use of grower resources.  For projects which may have a 
benefit to growers outside of Wisconsin, applicants should consider joint submission of the project to the CI in 
addition to the Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc.  For information on CI research funding, contact Bill Frantz at 
508-866-1118 or bfrantz@cranberryinstitute.org. 

 
Grant recipients from previous years are to provide a written progress report to the WCB. Failure to do so may 
jeopardize future funding.  Written progress reports are due by February 14, 2026. 
 
For further information on Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. programs, contact Dr. Grant L. Holley at the WCB office 
at 715-423-2070 or grant.holley@wiscran.org. 
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Project Funding Areas 
 

The WCB welcomes all proposals.  Listed below are research priorities as identified by the WCB based upon 
grower input identified over time and at the 2025 Wisconsin Cranberry Research Roundtable.  This list is not 
meant to be all-inclusive. We encourage collaboration across academic disciplines as well as proposals from 
outside of these areas for review in the pre-proposal process.   

 
Research Priorities Identified by the WCB   

 
Research Priorities Identified by the WCB 
The Wisconsin Cranberry Board encourages research that reflects grower-identified needs and supports long-
term sustainability of the cranberry industry. The following priority areas are derived from grower discussions and 
rankings at the 2025 Wisconsin Cranberry Research Roundtable. 

Genetics 
Research focused on the development and evaluation of cranberry cultivars with improved: 

• Disease resistance, especially focused on viruses, fungal fruit rot pathogens, and phytoplasmas 
• Yield and production efficiency (less input/more output) 
• Virus tolerance using molecular tools (CRISPR, genomics) 
• Quality traits, such as color and pigment stability 

Proposals that enhance genetic tools and include pathology–breeding collaborations are encouraged. 

Horticulture 
Research addressing climate variability and plant stress management, including: 

• Flood timing and decision tools (spring frost protection & fall protection/harvest prep) 
• Heat stress and evaporative cooling thresholds and duration 
• Cold acclimation/de-acclimation, cultivar-specific responses, and rehardening windows 
• Vigor control under excessive vegetative growth 
• Late-season irrigation needs in prolonged warm autumns 

 
Plant Pathology 
Projects addressing biological and environmental factors that influence cranberry disease, including: 

• Virus identification, susceptibility by variety, and symptom expression 
• Fungicide timing optimization 
• Cultural/physical methods that reduce fruit rot pressure (canopy, moisture, relative humidity, etc.) 
• Nutrient/biological inputs linked to plant defense and disease suppression 
• Monitoring for false blossom to stay ahead of regional spread 

 
Entomology 
Research to support pest management under regulatory constraints and resistance risks: 

• Alternatives and complementary tools for Altacor (chlorantraniliprole) and Fanfare (bifenthrin) 
• Improved flea beetle control and support for biological product usage (e.g., nematodes) 
• Pollinator economics and hive-management efficiency 
• Cultural pest management strategies encouraging reduced reliance on synthetic insecticides 

 
Weed Science 
Proposals addressing increasing weed pressure, inconsistent herbicide response, and novel approaches: 

• Management of dewberry, maples, St. Johns wort species, hardhack (Spirea spp.), and invasive/perennial 
weeds 
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• Drone and AI-guided precision spraying and technology 
• Understanding inconsistent herbicide performance under weather variability (e.g., Quinstar, Stinger, etc.) 

 
Agricultural Engineering 
Engineering and automation innovations adaptable to cranberry systems, including: 

• Drone-based frost monitoring and improved sprinkler uniformity systems 
• Yield monitoring and forecasting tools adapted for grower use 
• Artificial Intelligence tools for quality and crop-health detection at field scale 
• Cost-effective field automation (water movement, harvest tools, electrification) 
• Precision tools for weeds, pests, trash removal, and sanding technology 

 
Food Science 
Research supporting foundational chemistry to drive innovation and value creation: 

• Novel cranberry food and non-food products (cleaners, pigments, packaging, wellness products) 
• Characterization of useful cranberry bioactive compounds and by-products 
• Processing technologies that improve quality and yield of product 
• Using cranberry products to replace synthetic dyes 
• Influence of variety and horticultural management on consumer quality attributes 

 
Water & Soils 
Research supporting stewardship, regulation readiness, and improved decision-making: 

• Continued water and nutrient budgets quantifying nutrient cycling, mitigation, and discharge in cranberry 
systems 

• Fall irrigation decision tools linked to evapotranspiration and plant activity 
• Development and evaluation of sensors that work in flooded and frozen systems 
• Heat-management tools to mitigate crop stress 
• Industry-wide data collection initiatives to support stewardship and sustainability 

 
Health Research 
Research supporting health benefits of cranberries, including: 

• Health research conducted by an accredited institution that would determine the health effects of 
cranberries on human physiology 

• Chemical assays, anthocyanin impact, bacterial interaction, disease regulation, etc.  
• Similar research being conducted in domestic animals would also be considered 

 
Interdisciplinary & Long-Term Priorities 
Projects that integrate multiple disciplines are strongly encouraged, especially those addressing: 

• Climate adaptation (heat/cold sensitivity, management shifts, regional cultivar matching, biotic/abiotic 
stress management) 

• Genetics–pathology pipelines to support virus tolerance and disease resistance 
• Pesticide resistance prevention planning across weeds, insects, and diseases 
• Automation and AI deployment for affordability and adoption in grower systems 
• Human-health science that drives market demand 

 
Sustainable Cranberry Production   

 
All projects submitted should include the concepts of economic, environmental, and social sustainability in 
them.  The Board is also interested in continued data collection and research on sustainable cranberry 
production that help to meet the requirements in the marketplace.   
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 Summary   

 
Prospective applicants are encouraged to consider the items identified above as they develop their 
grant proposals.  Project selection will continue to be based on meeting the objectives of the marketing 
order.  The outline provided above is a preliminary list and should be viewed as a guide, and not as a list 
of priorities.  The Board intends to continue to work to develop an even stronger working relationship with 
research faculty that will: 

A. Foster historic relationships developed in the past. 
B. Improve communication between the grower community and those conducting research. 
C. Recognize the need for academic freedom. 
D. Foster a creative environment for problem solving; and enhance the overall research program. 

 
Funds Available   

 
Approximately $500,000 could be available for distribution by WCB during the 2025/2026 funding cycle in 
support of multiple projects.  Please note that all grants are provided as unrestricted gifts and, as such, it is 
the policy of the Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. not to pay the indirect costs of research institutions. 
Proposals, which include co-funding from other sources, are encouraged. You are asked to clearly identify 
other groups that your proposal may have been submitted to, and the funding requested from each. 

Timetable   
 
Preliminary written proposals are suggested for new projects that applicants are considering submitting to 
the WCB should be submitted by January  2,  2026 .   The WCB may hold a preliminary meeting on 
January 9, 2026. The purpose of this meeting is to give research faculty and project applicants the 
opportunity to meet with the Board to give a preliminary review of any new proposals. The Board can  
then offer suggestions and comments on the proposal. The applicant can then modify their proposal for final 
submission by February 14, 2026. The WCB will meet in March to hear reports and make final funding 
decisions. 
 
Important dates: 

• January 2, 2026: Preliminary written proposals are suggested for new projects that applicants 
are considering submitting to the WCB. Continuing projects express intent to continue pursuing 
funding (E-mail to Executive Director). 

• January 9, 2026: Tentative Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. Meeting to hear preliminary 
proposals. 

• February 14, 2026: Final proposal deadline. 
• March 1, 2027: Written progress reports and final reports due 
• March 13, 2026: Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. Budget Meeting Wisconsin Cranberry Research 

Station and virtual 
 

 Pesticide Non-Disclosure Policy   
 
The Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. has adopted a pesticide non-disclosure policy. All grant applicants 
are asked to comply with the policy. The policy reads as follows: 
No Individual shall disclose to cranberry growers: 
• The trade or common chemical name of a pesticide in association with a use that is not registered for  

cranberries. 
• Use patterns that are not in compliance with the label of a product registered for cranberry. 
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Any individual who being informed of this policy subsequently provides cranberry growers with information on 
non-registered pesticides or non-registered use of a pesticide may be subject to reprimand or other 
appropriate actions including ineligibility for future funding. 
 
A complete copy of the statement and policy is part of the mailing of the Call for Proposals. 

 
 Patent Policy for Research Grants   

 
The Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. has adopted a patent policy for research grants by the organization. 
The policy defers to the established intellectual property management policies of grantee institutions,  
 
requesting reporting of an application for a patent of any invention which is the result of a project funded 
wholly or in part by the WCB. The policy gives the WCB the option of licensing all inventions and sets up 
a negotiation process for revenue sharing with the grantee institution and the WCB. A copy of the policy is 
attached. 

 
 Report Requirements   

 
By acceptance of a grant from Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. the recipient agrees to produce written 
summary reports by dates set by WCB. A standard report format is included with this mailing. In addition, 
oral reports may be requested for presentation at a Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. meeting. The intent 
is to make all WCB supported project results available for distribution to cranberry growers, researchers, 
and extension workers. 

 
In addition, all successful applicants are asked to provide one article each  

year for publication in the WSCGA NEWS. 



1 of 1 Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc.  Research Project Pre-Proposal 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Instructions: The Board asks for pre-proposals for new projects to be considered. Submit an electronic version 
(in Microsoft Word) to grant.holley@wiscran.org by January 2, 2026.  It is important to indicate Objectives, 
Justification and Significance to Industry sections.  The Board will review pre-proposals after receipt and if 
there is interest in considering the project for funding, proponents will be invited to present their project to the 
Board at the January 9, 2026 meeting. 
 
Title:                                                                                               Date: Start mm/yy 
 Finish mm/yy 
 
Project Coordinator: The person responsible for both the completion and expenditure of funds. 
 
Telephone:  
E-mail: 
 
Affiliation: 
 
Cooperators: Names and affiliations of others directly involved. 
 
Objectives: Brief description of the objectives for the research project. 
 
Justification / Significance to Industry: Provide the justification for the project and outline its significance 
to the cranberry industry. Summarize the expected outcomes and how they will benefit growers, including 
contributions to economic, environmental, or social sustainability. 
 
Deliverables: Proposals must identify concise, practical deliverables that provide direct value to Wisconsin 
cranberry growers. Deliverables may include written summaries of results, management recommendations, 
applied tools or protocols, outreach materials, or other products that clearly translate research findings into 
grower-usable information. Each proposal should specify the format and timeline for these deliverables. 
 
Alignment with Grower Priorities: Describe which grower identified priorities that the project attempts to 
address.  
 
Approach: Outline the materials, methods, and project location, including any foreign materials to be used, 
the plan for ensuring their complete removal prior to harvest, and any considerations related to underground 
utilities. Provide only enough detail to offer an overview of the scope of the project. 

 
 

Budget: Provide a preliminary budget estimate for the project.  A formal budget will be requested if the board 
determines an interest in the project.  Include anticipated cost sharing expected from other sources where 
appropriate. Also, indicate whether this project was or will be submitted to another funding agency. 
 
 
 
 

FORMAT FOR NEW PROJECT PRE-PROPOSAL 
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FORMAT FOR RESEARCH  
PROJECT PROPOSAL 

 

Instructions: 
A maximum of two text pages, plus one budget outline and any number of supporting tables and graphs are 
recommended. Use this format for research grants only. Submit an electronic version (in Microsoft Word) to 
grant.holley@wiscran.org by February 14, 2026. 

Title:                                                                                               Date:    Start mm/yy 
 Finish mm/yy 

Project Coordinator: The person responsible for both the completion and expenditure of funds. 
 
Telephone:  
E-mail: 
Affiliation: 
 
Cooperators: Names and affiliations of others directly involved. 
 
Objectives: Brief description of the objectives for the research project. 
 
Alignment with Grower Priorities: Describe which grower identified priorities that the project attempts to address.  

Justification / Significance to Industry: Provide the justification for the project and outline its significance to the 
cranberry industry. Summarize the expected outcomes and how they will benefit growers, including contributions to 
economic, environmental, or social sustainability. 

Deliverables: Proposals must identify concise, practical deliverables that provide direct value to Wisconsin cranberry 
growers. Deliverables may include written summaries of results, management recommendations, applied tools or 
protocols, outreach materials, or other products that clearly translate research findings into grower-usable information. 
Each proposal should specify the format and timeline for these deliverables. 
 
Approach: Outline the materials, methods, and project location, including any foreign materials to be used, the plan 
for ensuring their complete removal prior to harvest, and any considerations related to underground utilities. Provide 
only enough detail to offer an overview of the scope of the project. 
 

Progress: If the project is new, provide enough background information as a reference point to begin the proposed 
activity. If the project is a continuation of previous work, include the completed Progress Report as a separate document. 
 

The Progress Report should be a "stand alone" document including all information requested on the format sheet 
provided. 
 

Budget: Use a separate sheet for costs of supplies, services, labor, transportation, etc. Line items need only be specified 
for the current year of multi-year projects. Include anticipated cost sharing expected from other sources where 
appropriate. Also, indicate whether this project was or will be submitted to another funding agency. 
 
Pesticide Non-Disclosure Policy: I have read and understand the pesticide non-disclosure policy of the Wisconsin 
Cranberry Board, Inc., and agree to abide by it. 
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Patent Policy for Research Grants 
 
I have read and understand the patent policy for WCB research grants and agree to abide by it. 
 

Signed:    
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FORMAT FOR RESEARCH PROJECT 
PROGRESS REPORT 

                           

The Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. requires annual reports on progress made for projects that receive funding. 
Please use this form to update the Board on progress made on your project in the case where it is not completed. Once 
the project is complete you will need to file a final report. 

 
What to Submit:  Submit an electronic version (in Microsoft Word) to grant.holley@wiscran.org.  
 
Length and Format: Progress reports should be no more than five (5) pages, double spaced, 12-point Times New 
Roman font, with one-inch margins, not including tables and figures. Reports should follow the format listed below 
in the required font. 
 
Date Submitted (mm/dd/yy):  

Title: 

Investigator(s) and Affiliation(s): 
 
I. Project Summary: Provide a one paragraph summary of the project progress to date. Write the summary 

to be used as part of a brief written report to the growers. 
 
II. Objectives and Timetable: 

A. Restate objectives and timetable for the year(s) as stated in the original funded proposal. 
B. Note and justify revisions in original objectives and/or timetable. 

 
III. Summary of Accomplishments: 

A. Objective #. Restate objective. 
B. Summarize the accomplishments of your project to date and especially your progress in the most recent 

period between reports. Where applicable, relate accomplishments, in lay terms, to practical applications 
for growers. 

C. Provide interim results and discussion. Where appropriate, include labeled summary tables and/or graphs.  
Do not include extensive tables of raw data. 

D. Repeat A-C for additional objectives. 
 
IV. Literature Cited: 

Follow the Council of Science Editors’ citation-sequence system of documentation. The format can be found 
at https://www.scientificstyleandformat.org/Home.html or in the Council of Science Editors’ manual, 
Scientific Style and Format. 

 

 
Progress Report Timetable: Reports are due by February 14, 2026. 

mailto:grant.holley@wiscran.org
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FORMAT FOR FINAL RESEARCH REPORT 
 

Final reports must be submitted to the Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. no later than March 1 of the year 
following the termination of the project.  The reports serve as justification for any subsequent funding 
requests. 
 
What to Submit:  Submit an electronic version (in Microsoft Word) to grant.holley@wiscran.org.   
 
Length and Format: Final reports should be written in a traditional research format in 12-point Times 
New Roman font, double spaced (note abstract exception), with one-inch margins. 

 
I. Title Page: 

 
II. Project Summary: Provide a one paragraph summary of the project progress to date. Write the 

summary to be used as part of a brief written report to the growers. 
 
III. Abstract: 

 
Generally, 100-150 words singled spaced should be adequate. The abstract should be complete 
and understandable without reference to the text, as it may be included separately in a research 
summary compilation. 

 
IV. Introduction: 

 
The introduction should supply sufficient information to allow the reader to understand and 
evaluate the objective(s) of the study.  An extensive review of the literature should be avoided. 

 
V. Materials and Methods / Experimental: 

 
The materials and methods should be described in sufficient detail as to allow others to repeat 
the experiments. Novel experimental procedures should be described in detail.  Be precise in 
describing methods of measurement and include errors of measurement. Ordinary statistical 
methods should be used without comment; advanced or unusual methods should be cited. 

 
VI. Results: 

 
Present the findings by combining text, tables and figures to condense the data and highlight 
trends. The final research report must include clear, grower-focused deliverables that translate 
project results into practical recommendations, tools, or information that can be directly applied 
in Wisconsin cranberry production.

mailto:grant.holley@wiscran.org
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VII. Discussion: 

 
Address the objective(s) of the study in the discussion and discuss the significance of the 
results.  Where applicable, relate the findings to practical applications for growers. 

 
VIII. Literature cited: 

 
Follow the Council of Science Editors’ citation-sequence system of documentation. The 
format can be found at https://www.scientificstyleandformat.org/Home.html or in the 
Council of Science Editors’ manual, Scientific Style and Format. 

 
IX. Appendices: 

 
Only appendices referred to in the text should be included. 

 
Additional Submissions: Authors must submit the following separately from the final report to clearly 
communicate practical, grower-focused deliverables and make the results easier for growers to understand 
and apply. 

 
I. Summary of Accomplishments: 

 
Summarize the accomplishments of the project.  The final research report must include clear, 
grower-focused deliverables that translate project results into practical recommendations, tools, 
or information that can be directly applied in Wisconsin cranberry production. 

 
II. Field Applications: 

 
Briefly summarize what steps have been taken to transfer the findings/technology developed 
by the project to the field. 

 
III. Recommendations: 

 
What additional research is needed to fill data gaps and implement concepts developed by this 
project? 

 
 
Final Report Timetable: Reports are due by March 1, 2027.

https://www.scientificstyleandformat.org/Home.html
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POLICY ON PESTICIDE NON-DISCLOSURE 

 
 
 
Problem avoidance of the following: 

Goal-Food Safety 

 Over tolerance pesticide residue on fruit. 
 Non-tolerance pesticide residue on fruit. 
 Applications made which are clearly out of compliance with the label. 

 

 
 

Rationale 
Cranberry growers look to the research community for the development of new pest control tools. Information on 
pesticide tools is often made available to growers, whether during individual discussions, as a component of a talk, 
or in written form (e.g. newsletters). However, when growers hear of the experimental use of materials that are not 
registered for use in cranberries or of non-registered uses of a pesticide, there is a risk that the grower may attempt 
to use the material even when the presenter makes it clear that the material or use is not registered. 

 
When working with an individual grower on a research project which involves use of a non-registered material, the 
grower awareness of crop safety issues is realized when the researcher implements crop destruction on completion 
of the experiment. But growers who have not been part of the process likely are not aware of the crop safety risk to 
the same level. Care is taken when speaking with an individual grower research cooperator about out- of-label 
research use of a compound. It is stressed that this use is valid for research only, but the same message may not be 
apparent when speaking to a grower or grower group who is not involved in the project. This policy is intended as a 
fairly simple approach to reduce risk of non-labeled pesticide applications throughout the entire industry without 
impinging upon research efforts aimed towards the development of tools for improved cranberry production. 

 
 
 
 
No Individual shall disclose to cranberry growers: 

Policy Statement 

� The trade or common chemical name of a pesticide in association with a use that is not registered for cranberries. 
 
� Use patterns that are not in compliance with the label of a product registered for cranberry. 

 
Any individual who being informed of this policy subsequently provides cranberry growers with information on non 
registered pesticides or non- registered use of a pesticide may be subject to reprimand or other appropriate actions 
including ineligibility for future funding. 

 
 
 
 
Risk: Over tolerance pesticide residue on fruit.

Guidelines 

 

When discussing results from studies on registered compounds that are outside of the labeled uses, either avoid 
mentioning the material’s name or do not specify the use pattern. Practices that fall under this category are 
application method, rates, number of applications, wet vs. dry harvest beds, and bearing vs. nonbearing beds. 
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Risk: Non-tolerance pesticide residue on fruit. 

 
Pesticides with track records on other crops are prime candidates for testing in cranberries. A pesticide which is not 
registered on cranberry may be available for use on other crops in a growing area. Identifying a non-registered 
material by a description other than its trade or common chemical name will help to minimize risk associated with 
research on these compounds. Suggested alternatives for discussing the materials are: 

 
Experimental Number   (e.g.: Mon 13211) 
Pesticide Class: Sulfonyl Urea Herbicide 

OP Insecticide 
Sulfur Based Fungicide 
Growth Regulator 
Bioinsecticide 

 
Use Pattern:  Postemergence Wipe Herbicide 

Postemergence Grass Herbicide 
Root Rot Fungicide 
Fruit Rot Fungicide 
Soil Drench/Application 

 
Formerly registered compounds may or may not still have a tolerance. If the material still has a tolerance, make 
sure that growers are aware that it is no longer registered. For example, Parathion can not be used in the US on 
cranberries, even though there is a tolerance to permit Parathion treated fruit from Canada to enter the US. A 
material that is no longer registered, and no longer has a tolerance, should be treated in discussions as a non- 
registered material with the exception of citing historic information. 

 
Risk: Applications made which are clearly out of compliance with the label. 

 
Several situations may arise that contribute to this. 

 
A material may have a limited and/or temporary registration such as a 24C or Section 18. In this case, mention of 
the material should be limited to area where it is registered. However, if educational efforts result in discussion of 
such a material, clearly state where it is registered and the conditions of the registration. The same would hold for 
pesticides which are registered in a limited number of growing areas or in one country, but not another. In these 
situations, do not mention any use information such as rates, application method, or timing. 

 
Tolerance Exempt Materials 
Several materials are tolerance exempt. Free discussion of these materials is fine. If the material is registered, 
researchers should remind growers of the label specifications. In discussion of a non-registered, tolerance exempt 
material, such as a fertilizer, a suggested approach would be to mention that the use of the material as a soil 
amendment is for its impact on the soil, which then may have additional benefits such as creating an inhospitable 
environment for certain weeds. 

 
Publication of Research Results 
It is not the intent of this policy to impede academic publication of research results. Rather the WCB encourages 
the publication of all research results upon the completion of research projects. Care should still be taken to make 
sure that any publication does not provide information in a manner that will encourage illegal application or use of 
pesticides on cranberries. 
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PATENT POLICY FOR RESEARCH GRANTS 
BY THE WISCONSIN CRANBERRY BOARD 

 

Section 1: Definitions 
 

A. “Invention” shall refer to and mean any development, whether protectable by patent, copyright, trademark or 
not, made with the support, in whole or in part, of the Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. (“WCB”) grant funds. 

 
B. “Grantee Institution” shall refer to and mean the institution to whom research grants have been awarded by the 

WCB hereunder. 
 

C. “Research Project” shall refer to and mean the scope of the research to be conducted using the WCB’s grant 
funds as described in Appendix A attached hereto. 

 
Section 2: Invention Reporting 

 

All Inventions must be reported promptly in writing to the WCB. A copy of the patent application, invention disclosure, or 
other descriptive material including draft manuscripts related to an Invention must be submitted to the WCB within thirty (30) days of 
preparation. All such information submitted to the WCB shall be kept confidential using methods at least as stringent as the WCB uses 
to keep its own confidential information. 

 
Section 3:  Invention Ownership 

 

Title to an Invention shall reside in the Grantee Institution. The WCB agrees to defer to the established intellectual property 
management policies of the Grantee Institution. The right to decide whether to pursue a patent application or other commercialization 
of the Invention shall reside in the Grantee Institution. If the Grantee Institution has no established patent policy governing inventions, 
the WCB shall have the right to determine the disposition of rights in and to the Invention. The Grantee Institution shall not assign the 
rights in any intellectual property covering any Invention without the prior written consent of the WCB. 

 
The WCB shall have an option to a license under all Inventions for ninety (90) days from the date of disclosure as required in 

Section 2. In order to exercise its option hereunder, the WCB shall notify the Grantee Institution in writing of its intention to exercise 
its right to a license to a particular Invention. The parties shall then enter into good faith negotiations to establish reasonable 
commercial terms for such a License Agreement. If the WCB does not exercise its option within the ninety (90) day period, or if the 
parties are unable to agree on reasonable commercial terms, the Grantee Institution shall be free to license the Invention to third 
parties. 

 
 

Section 4: Revenue Sharing 
 

The WCB shall be entitled to a share of any income derived from an Invention. If the Invention is made with the joint support 
of the WCB and other organizations, royalty distribution shall be in accordance with the provisions of this policy, with shares 
distributed to the WCB in proportion to its contribution as part of the total funding for the Research Project. Should any party find this 
provision unacceptable, the WCB, the other sponsoring institutions, and the Grantee Institution shall enter into good faith negotiations 
to arrive at a mutually agreeable distribution of the royalty income generated by such Invention. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wisconsin Cranberry Board, Inc. RAMP Submission Process 
 
Each proposal (new and continuing) should route via a new RAMP funding proposal record for 
each proposal. NEW projects require a preproposal. If more than one proposal is being submitted 
by a PI, create a funding proposal for each, do not combine.  
 
RAMP records are due to CALS Research Division 5 business days before WCB deadlines. The 
time allows for review at the unit, division, and RSP. 

 

Pre-proposals are due Friday, December 26th. 
Full proposals are due Friday, February 6th. 

 
In RAMP, choose Create Funding Proposal (Grants>Funding Proposal) and enter information. 
Please use the specific information below in the following sections/fields. 
 
General Purpose Section: 
2. Short title of Preproposal: 2026 WCB – PREPROPSAL - PI Last Name -- Short Title 
2. Short title for regular proposal submissions: 2026 WCB – PI Last Name -- Short Title 
5. Select the direct sponsor: WISCONSIN CRANBERRY BOARD, INC (ID SPN000280) 
6. Instrument Type: Grant 
7. Primary Purpose of Research: Research 
 Type of Research: Basic 
8. Expected start date: 04/01/2026 
9. Submission Instructions: Add “Email the proposal to Grant Holley,  grant.holley@wiscran.org and cc 
Sarah Rudnick, sfryan2@wisc.edu.” 
 
Personnel Section: 
4b Member edit rights: Enter Sarah Rudnick and CALS Research Division Preaward contact (Megan 

Maquire, Ryan Dunn, or Martin Lea).  
 
Add Attachment (left side menu): Upload request for proposal, proposal, budget, and budget 
justification 
 
If preproposal is accepted. Copy the FP, remove PREPROSAL from title, and repeat steps above and 
add documentation proposal was accepted. The Copy feature is found on the left side menu. 
 
More detailed information about  how to submit a RAMP funding proposal can be found at 
https://rsp.wisc.edu/ramp/files/Reference%20Guide_Grants-Funding%20Proposals.pdf. Job Aids 
can be found at https://rsp.wisc.edu/training/atp-ramp-resources.cfm. 
 
AWARD NOTIFICATION 
NEW!! When awards are made, please inform Sarah Rudnick. Sarah will work with RSP to move 
RAMP funding proposal to completed stage and will create the RAMP agreement record and related 
the agreement to the funding proposal.  
 
Please do not withdraw and funding proposals until it is certain the proposal will not be funded. 

mailto:sfryan2@wisc.edu
https://rsp.wisc.edu/ramp/files/Reference%20Guide_Grants-Funding%20Proposals.pdf
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